REMINISCENCES

Rule movement thus named became a Parliamentary
influence.

Isaac Butt was a remarkable man;   he had had a
most liberal education at the University of Dublin; he
was an accomplished scholar; he had been a Professor
of Political Economy; and rose to a foremost place at
the Irish Bar.   He was a Protestant; and through all
his early life was the advocate of strong Conservative
or Tory opinions, and first became conspicuous in Ire-
land as an opponent to Daniel O'Connell on the subject
of Eepeal of the Union.   A brilliant advocate at the
Bai, he  was at once a  commanding and persuasive
speaker on the platform.    When the English Protec-
tionists attempted a  kind  of   reactionary movement
against free-trade, Isaac Butt, then a proclaimed Anti-
free-trader, was invited to stand for the English borough
of Harwich.   He had already made himself known as a
powerful declaimer at some of the Anti-free-trade meet-
ings held in Drury Lane Theatre and in other great
public buildings.   Butt was elected for Harwich; and
signalised his entrance into the House of Commons by
a fierce attack on Richard Cobden.   During these years,
however, a change was coming over his political senti-
ments ; he had always, even when an orator on English
free-trade platforms and the representative of an Eng-
lish constituency in the House of Commons been above
all things an Irishman; and he was engaged to defend
Thomas Francis Meagher at the Special Commission in
Clonmel after the failure of the Young Ireland insur-
rection.   Much later still, he defended many of the
prisoners concerned in the Fenian movement; and the
force of his own advocacy seems gradually to have
brought him into sympathy with the political cause if
not with tie actual methods of the men whom he was
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